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Hanna Sanders, Esq.

his year, the Maine Su-

preme Judicial Court hon-
ors 125 attorneys participating in the inau-
gural year of the Katahdin Counsel Recog-
nition Program. Collectively, these attor-
neys have provided more than 13,600
hours of pro bono service to needy clients
in their communities, representing millions
of dollars in free legal assistance.

The purpose of the Katahdin Coun-
sel Program, and the corresponding recog-
nition events, is to bring public attention to
the important role of pro bono legal service
in maintaining the civil justice system.
Katahdin Counsel Program Recognition
Events were held on October 23rd at the
Biddeford District Court; on November 5t
at the Cumberland County Courthouse; and
on November 7t at the Penobscot Judicial

Center.

KATAHDIN COUNSEL RECOGNITION PROGRAM

At the Biddeford awards ceremo-
ny, Chief Justice Saufley stated that
Maine attorneys are among the most gen-
erous in the nation in their donation of
pro bono time to those in need. “To pro-
vide free legal service to people who can’t
afford it means everything in a communi-
ty,” the Chief Justice noted during an in-
terview with the Journal Tribune.

Media coverage of the Katahdin
Counsel Recognition Program events has
been very positive, and the County Bar
Associations have been instrumental in
organizing and supporting the Katahdin
Counsel Recognition Program events.

Please visit http://
www.courts.state.me.us/citizen help/
attorneys/katahdin/overview.html for
additional information or contact Judicial
Branch Access to Justice Coordinator
Hanna Sanders, Esq. via
katahdin@courts.maine.gov  with  any

questions about this program.

OUTREACH TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR

Hon. John Rich I

The Justice Action Group’s
Private Sector Outreach Task
Force, which includes several
prominent
leaders and in-house counsel
who have joined with Maine’s
legal
examining how Maine's legal
services programs and pro
bono initiatives affect Maine’s

Maine business

services community, is

private sector and the Maine
economy.

The Task Force, co-chaired
by the Hon. John H. Rich Ill, the
U.S. Magistrate Judge in Port-
land, and Kevin Gildart, former
Vice-President of Human Re-

sources for Bath Iron Works,
has been meeting approxi-
mately monthly to discuss
how to build awareness of
Maine’'s access to justice
need in the business commu-
nity and how to encourage the
business community to be-
come more actively involved
in providing access to justice
in Maine. The goal of the task
force is to present a report to
JAG by the end of the year .
The report will be followed by
a presentation to the JAG
Board at the January 23,
2013 board meeting.

JAG is grateful for the gen-
erous amount of time and

effort donated by task force
members including: Miles F.
Archer, Esq., UNUM Vice Presi-
dent & Chief Insurance Opera-
tions Counsel; Janet Vivar Brit-
ton, Esq., Legal Counsel at Han-
naford Bros. Co.; Charles S.
Colgan of the Edmund S. Mus-
kie School of Public Service at
the University of Southern
Maine; Dana F. Connors, Presi-
dent of the Maine State Cham-
ber of Commerce; Sara Gagné-
Holmes, Esq., Executive Direc-
tor of Maine Equal Justice Part-
Brenda Garrand, CEO
Garrand; and Anna Eleanor
Roosevelt, CEO of Goodwill
Industries of Northern New
England.

ners;
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JAG welcomed Jen-
nifer Archer of Kelly, Rem-
mel & Zimmerman as the
ILAP representative to the
JAG Board at the January
2012 meeting. Jennifer is
the current president of
ILAP’s Board of Directors.
She received her under-
graduate degree in 1997
from the University of Tul-
sa and then attended law
school at the University of
Maine School of Law,
where she graduated in
2000 cum laude.

Jennifer focuses
her practice on both gen-
eral civil litigation and im-
migration. She also advis-
es individuals and busi-
nesses alike on complex
immigration matters. Jen-
nifer has helped her cli-
ents through all phases of
the immigration process.
Additionally, she litigates
matters in immigration
court, helping clients de-
fend against removal and
deportation.
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Lawyers in Libraries

Maine Public Library Posting

The Volunteer Lawyers Project
has received a grant to provide
legal information workshops/
clinics, and then legal representa-
tion clinics, through the Maine
libraries video conferencing units
and Movi/Jabber desktop video
conferencing technology.

e The project will allow volun-
teer lawyers to provide infor-
mation clinics on specific civil
legal subjects that are likely to be
of interest and use to Maine peo-
ple with low incomes (but open
to all patrons of public libraries).
These clinics will be remote, but
in real time, so patrons in differ-
ent libraries will be able to attend
and ask questions directly to the

attorney who will be available
by video conference.

e This project will allow Vol-
unteer Lawyers Project to set
up actual consultations for peo-
ple with low incomes to speak
privately with a lawyer over the
MOVTI technology. The client
will be at their local library,
while the lawyer will be at the
Volunteer Lawyers Project of-
fices. The focus will be on
bringing these video clinics to
rural areas that have less legal
resources available, but will be
open to participation for all
Maine Libraries.
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Video Workshop Schedule
Tuesday, November 20th, 2012
6 pm — 7 pm, on Probate

The Portland Public Library and
the Maine State Library in Augus-
ta will be the video conferencing
host on November 20th from 8§
pm to 7 pm. The topic will be
Probate.

The Volunteer Lawyers Project
will be scheduling more informa-
tional workshops on a variety of
legal issues in 2012-2013.

JWILLIAM C. KNOWLES, ESQ., PTLA REPRESENTATIVE TO THE JAG BOARD

\

Bill Knowles, a partner at Verrill Dana LLP,
has maintained a general civil trial practice, with
an emphasis on civil rights, commercial, personal
injury, probate, and real estate litigation, for 30
years. Bill joined the JAG Board at its September
2012 meeting as a representative for Pine Tree
Legal Assistance.

Bill has published articles in the Maine Bar Jour-

: nal and has lectured extensively, including local
seminars on civil litigation, and lectures at the University of Maine School of Law, the
People's University of China, and the Georgetown Law Center. Bill received the 1999 Jus-
tice Louis Scolnik Award, presented by the Maine Civil Liberties Union and the 2002 An-
nual Award presented by the Disability Rights Center.
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cwilshusen@mbf.org

Caroline Wilshusen, Esq., Executive Coordinator

he Justice
Action Group
is a coalition
of individuals
and organizations es-
tablished in 1995 to
provide leadership and
coordination in plan-
ning for the provision of
civil legal aid to low-
income and elderly

Mainers.

X

2012 CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE SEEKS TO REACH ALL SUPPORTERS

Cathy Coffman,
Campaign Coordinator

With the pressing need for
legal aid and declining IOLTA and
public funding, the 2012 Campaign
for Justice set an ambitious goal of
raising 12.5% more than it had in
2011 when the legal community
raised $400,000 (as it first did in
2008).

The 2012 Campaign is al-
most 80% of the way to its goal.
Nearly 1,000 members of the legal

community have given to date. Most
heartening is the fact that gifts are
averaging slightly more than 12.5%
higher than last year, so it is clear
that the legal community is embrac-
ing the need. However, the gifts of
many more past supporters are
needed in these last two months to
reach the goal and make the differ-
ence the Campaign hopes to achieve
in legal aid support.

Volunteers are working to
contact by phone and through mail
and email the nearly 600 donors

from 2011 and another 450 do-
nors from recent years who have
not yet renewed their support,
many of whom always give at year-
end. With everyone’s support, the
legal community can indeed help
more Mainers with low income
who need legal assistance.

For more information,
please contact the Campaign for
Justice, 40 Water Street, Hallowell
04347 or online at
www.campaignforjustice.org
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