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The opinion of this Court certified on December 18, 2014, is amended as
follows:
The third sentence in [§15] is changed to read as follows:

Noting that it had responsibility to function as parens
patriae and act “as a wise, affectionate and careful parent
seeking to discern a custody arrangement which furthers
the child’s best interests, irrespective of the parents’
needs or desires” (citing Ziehm v. Ziehm, 433 A.2d 7275,
728 (Me. 1981)), the court recognized that it had to
“make a close examination of the present circumstances
and future needs of a minor child, and not just a limited
examination of which parent is better suited to accept
physical custody.”



